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Hello Fort Banks Families!

I hope this End-of-Summer Update finds you and yours well. As you
take advantage of the closing weeks of summer, know that the Fort staff and custodians have been in
the building preparing for the upcoming 2023-24 school year. Many staff have recently wrapped up
our summer programming, have taken a few days off, and are now in full swing setting up classrooms
as they anticipate receiving our students on Wednesday, August 30th!

Important Dates to Note:

Wednesday, August 30th 1st Day of School!

Thursday, August 31st 2nd Day of School

Friday, September 1st ALL WPS Closed - LABOR DAY

Monday, September 4th ALL WPS Closed - LABOR DAY

Tuesday, September 5th School Resumes! All WPS OPEN!

Tuesday, September 19th GFB Curriculum Night 6:30pm-8:00pm

Wednesday, October 4th District-Wide Half Day - Teacher PD

Monday, October 9th ALL WPS Closed - Columbus Day

= SCHOOL OPEN = SCHOOL CLOSED = Modified Schedule

https://www.winthrop.k12.ma.us/Page/1083
mailto:mmcaneny@winthrop.k12.ma.us
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZJLxb8d1a9FWQzFVpV_1Ix_GilpqkDV4jRWYEgR-WBY/edit#heading=h.l70m2jkru0rp
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s2rg7-DmuVlq-sUAicnxFG-nlTl1rmuPnssGWkmhjXI/editados%20-%2010/4%20-%2012/13%20-%201/31%20-%203/6%20-%20e%205/8%20Por%20favor,%20marque%20essas%20datas%20em%20seu%20calend%C3%A1rio%20e%20planeje%20que%20seu%20filho%20seja%20pego%20na%20data%20e%20hora%20apropriadas%20Meio%20dia%20elementar%20para%20confer%C3%AAncias%20de%20pais%20-%2011%20de%20Outubro,%2018,%2025%20e%2027%20de%20Mar%C3%A7o%203%20de%20Abril,%2010%20de%20Abril%20Log%C3%ADstica%20da%20escola%20do%20primeiro%20dia%20-%20Graus%201%20e%202%20primeiros%20dias%20de%20escola,%20Ago%2030-31,%20Os%20membros%20da%20fam%C3%ADlia%20s%C3%A3o%20encorajados%20a%20caminhar%20at%C3%A9%20a%20escola,%20se%20em%20uma%20proximidade,%20onde%20a%20equipe%20estar%C3%A1%20esperando%20para%20receber%20seu%20filho.%20%C3%89%20neste%20ponto%20de%20entrega%20onde%20os%20adultos%20v%C3%A3o%20dizer%20adeus%20ao%20seu%20filho,%20do%20lado%20de%20fora,%20como%20eles%20s%C3%A3o%20escoltados%20para%20o%20edif%C3%ADcio.%20%20Para%20as%20fam%C3%ADlias%20que%20ir%C3%A3o%20conduzir,%20ir%C3%A1%20utilizar%20o%20%E2%80%98Loop%E2%80%99%20e%20seguir%C3%A1%20o%20procedimento%20tradicional%20de%20loop.%20%20Se%20n%C3%A3o%20estiver%20claro%20sobre%20o%20procedimento%20de%20loop,%20pe%C3%A7o%20que%20digite%20este%20endere%C3%A7o%20https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5AXVoNh_Hg%20no%20navegador%20do%20seu%20computador.%20para%20fins%20de%20visualiza%C3%A7%C3%A3o.%20Este%20v%C3%ADdeo%20processual%20tamb%C3%A9m%20pode%20ser%20acessado%20no%20Fort%20Banks%20site%20em%20William%20P.%20Gorman%20Fort%20Banks%20Elementary%20School%20/%20P%C3%A1gina%20inicial%20(winthrop.k12.ma.us)%20sob%20a%20aba%20Pais.%20Jardim%20de%20Inf%C3%A2ncia%20Primeiros%20dias%20de%20escola%20Log%C3%ADstica%20Log%C3%ADsticaO%20primeiro%20dia%20para%20o%20Jardim%20de%20Inf%C3%A2ncia%20%C3%A9%20quarta-feira,%2030%20de%20agosto%20-%20Neste%20dia,%20os%20alunos%20do%20jardim%20de%20inf%C3%A2ncia,%20ONLY,%20ir%C3%A3o%20frequentar%20a%20escola%20para%20uma%20transi%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20abreviada%20com%20um%20adulto%20da%20fam%C3%ADlia.%20%20Esta%20visita%20destina-se%20a%20fornecer%20a%20voc%C3%AA%20e%20seu%20filho%20a%20oportunidade%20de%20conhecer%20seu%20professor%20em%20um%20ambiente%20de%20baixo%20estresse%20e%20se%20familiarizar%20com%20os%20protocolos%20de%20chegada%20e%20partida%20de%20Fortilitis.%20%20Por%20favor,%20planeje%20estacionar%20no%20estacionamento%20do%20cemit%C3%A9rio,%20caminhe%20com%20seu%20filho%20pela%20cal%C3%A7ada,%20at%C3%A9%20o%20campus,%20onde%20voc%C3%AA%20ser%C3%A1%20direcionado%20pela%20equipe%20do%20Forte%20para%20se%20reunir%20fora%20da%20escola%20em%20uma%20%C3%A1rea%20designada%20marcada.%20%C3%89%20importante%20notar%20que%20os%20adultos%20n%C3%A3o%20ter%C3%A3o%20acesso%20ao%20interior%20da%20escola%20para%20dizer%20adeus%20ao%20seu%20filho.%20A%20m%C3%A3o%20do%20seu%20filho%20acontecer%C3%A1%20do%20lado%20de%20fora;%20muito%20obrigado%20Suporte%20Di%C3%A1rio%20ao%20Estudante%20Wrap-Around%20%20Os%20alunos%20do%20jardim%20de%20inf%C3%A2ncia%20v%C3%A3o%20frequentar%20a%20escola%20a%20partir%20das%207:40%20da%20manh%C3%A3.-1:40%20da%20tarde.%20Os%20alunos%20que%20t%C3%AAm%20irm%C3%A3os%20em%20v%C3%A1rias%20s%C3%A9ries%20que%20s%C3%A3o%20impactados%20pela%20diferen%C3%A7a%20no%20jardim%20de%20inf%C3%A2ncia%20e%20os%20hor%C3%A1rios%20de%20in%C3%ADcio/fim%20da%20primeira/segunda%20s%C3%A9rie,%20e%20apenas%20os%20alunos,%20s%C3%A3o%20eleg%C3%ADveis%20para%20participar%20do%20programa%20de%20encerramento%20da%20manh%C3%A3%20e%20da%20tarde.%20Este%20programa%20fornece%20supervis%C3%A3o%20do%20aluno%20para%20facilitar%20os%20desafios%20de%20chegada/despedimento%20dessas%20fam%C3%ADlias.%20Entre%20em%20contato%20com%20o%20Assistente%20Administrativo%20schoolilits,%20para%20se%20inscrever%20nesta%20op%C3%A7%C3%A3o.%20%20%20GFB%20Informa%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20dos%20Pais/Noite%20do%20curr%C3%ADculo.%20-%206:30-8:00pm%20%20As%20fam%C3%ADlias%20PK-2%20est%C3%A3o%20convidadas%20a%20juntar-se%20a%20n%C3%B3s%20na%20ter%C3%A7a-feira,%2019%20de%20Setembro%20Um%20dos%20eventos%20mais%20importantes%20do%20ano%20%C3%A9%20a%20nossa%20Noite%20de%20Informa%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20dos%20Pais/Curr%C3%ADculo.%20%20Este%20evento%20incidir%C3%A1%20principalmente%20em%20novas%20iniciativas%20curriculares%20e%20abordar%C3%A1%20brevemente%20as%20pr%C3%A1ticas%20escolares%20importantes.%20%20A%20maior%20parte%20da%20noite%20ser%C3%A1%20passada%20com%20o%20professor%20da%20sala%20de%20aula%20do%20seu%20filho.%20%20Para%20minimizar%20o%20estacionamento%20e%20o%20tr%C3%A1fego%20de%20pedestres%20dentro%20e%20ao%20redor%20de%20nossa%20escola,%20realizaremos%20este%20evento%20das%206:30-8:00.%20Vamos%20pedir%20aos%20adultos%20que%20s%C3%A3o%20capazes,%20para%20caminhar%20ou%20carpool%20no%20seu%20caminho%20para%20o%20campus.%20Devido%20ao%20conte%C3%BAdo%20t%C3%A9cnico%20da%20noite,%20solicitamos%20que%20este%20seja%20considerado%20um%20evento%20apenas%20para%20adultos.%20%20Esperamos%20que%20voc%C3%AA%20fa%C3%A7a%20todos%20os%20esfor%C3%A7os%20para%20vir.%20%20Winthrop%20Public%20Schools%202023-24%20Calendar%20-%20Todas%20as%20f%C3%A9rias%20escolares,%20datas%20de%20lan%C3%A7amento%20antecipado%20e%20outras%20datas%20importantes%20podem%20ser%20encontradas%20aqui%20Zona%20Franca%20de%20C%C3%A3es%20-%20A%20Administra%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20da%20GFB%20se%20esfor%C3%A7a%20para%20manter%20uma%20comunidade%20segura%20e%20respons%C3%A1vel%20enquanto%20estiver%20na%20escola.%20%20Pedimos%20que%20voc%C3%AA%20deixe%20seu%20c%C3%A3o%20em%20casa%20de%20manh%C3%A3%20e%20%C3%A0%20tarde,%20quando%20vier%20buscar%20seu%20filho.%20Muito%20obrigado%20pela%20sua%20compreens%C3%A3o%20e%20coopera%C3%A7%C3%A3o!%20Atualiza%C3%A7%C3%B5es%20Semanais%20do%20Fort%20-%20Voc%C3%AA%20pode%20esperar%20receber%20atualiza%C3%A7%C3%B5es%20semanais%20do%20Fort%20%C3%A0s%20quintas-feiras.%20%20WIthin%20disse%20Update,%20voc%C3%AA%20encontrar%C3%A1%20datas%20importantes%20de%20programa%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20e%20informa%C3%A7%C3%B5es%20relacionadas%20a%20eventos%20programados%20no%20Forte,%20juntamente%20com%20not%C3%ADcias%20atualizadas%20da%20Organiza%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20dos%20Pais/Professores%20(PTO).%20%20A%20Atualiza%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20Fort%20ser%C3%A1%20entregue%20atrav%C3%A9s%20do%20BlackBoard%20Connect;%20%C3%89%20imperativo%20que%20voc%C3%AA%20atualize%20suas%20informa%C3%A7%C3%B5es%20de%20fam%C3%ADlia%20dentro%20do%20sistema%20para%20garantir%20que%20voc%C3%AA%20receba%20todas%20as%20comunica%C3%A7%C3%B5es%20provenientes%20deste%20escrit%C3%B3rio.%20Eu%20realmente%20aprecio%20voc%C3%AA%20e%20seus%20esfor%C3%A7os,%20pois%20a%20administra%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20da%20GFBilits%20est%C3%A1%20comprometida%20com%20uma%20comunica%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20clara%20e%20oportuna,%20com%20a%20inten%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20de%20abra%C3%A7ar%20a%20Diversidade,%20abordagens%20e%20resultados%20Equitativos%20e%20pr%C3%A1ticas%20inclusivas.%20I%E2%80%99m%20muito%20animado%20para%20come%C3%A7ar%20no%20dia%2030!%20O%20meu%20melhor,%20%20Marca


A big shout out to our custodial crew, led by John English, for their tireless
work this summer, stripping and waxing floors, relocating classrooms and furniture, while
updating the Fort’s systems and structures. Please join me as a sign of appreciation for all of
the work and care Sam Toro (Sammy), Paul Soares, and Gloria Pineda have put into our
beautiful building!

The summer months have also been filled with new staff hired to fill vacant
positions. There has been a lot of movement and attention as the Fort administration has
come very close to bringing our staff to capacity. Other than a couple of key positions still
needed at the Fort, I’m confident that we will be fully staffed and ready to hit the ground
running!

Fort Banks New Staff and Positions
Mark McAneny - Principal
TBD - Assistant Principal
Kayleigh Doucette - Head Administrative Assistant
Susie Doyoutas - CET - Special Education Chair
Mark Amatucci - Pre-K Teacher
Tyler Strawhecker - ESP
Stacey Lamiaux - ESP
Sophie Leray - ESP
Katelyn Poirier - Classroom Teacher - Grade 1
Madeline Durkin - Classroom Teacher - Grade 1
Whitney DeSantis Classroom Teacher - Grade 2
Taylor Murphy - Classroom Teacher - Grade 2
Julie Fotiades - Reading Specialist
Sarah O’Brien - English Language Learner Teacher
Rachel Stout - New England Center for Children ABA Lead Teacher
Grace Wodarcyk - Music Teacher
Instructional Technology Teacher - TBD
Brianna Bottaro - full-time Speech and Language Pathologist
Murshida Nishat-Half-time Speech and Language Pathologist

https://www.necc.org/


Fort Banks Programming Hours and Important Dates
Please reference the program dates and times below for your consideration as you plan for
your family’s logistics during the year.

The first day of school for ALL Students PreK-2 is Wednesday, August 30th

● Preschool Student Hours - 8:00am - 1:00pm
● Kindergarten students will attend school daily from 7:40 am-1:40pm
● 1st and 2nd grade student hours are 7:50 am-2:10 pm Monday-Friday,with the Early release

day programming going from 7:50 am -11:00 am

District Early Release days fall on Wednesdays when scheduled - 10/4 - 12/13 - 1/31 -
3/6 - and 5/8 Please mark these dates on your calendar and plan for your child to be
picked up on the appropriate date and time

Elementary half days for parent conferences - October 11th, 18th, 25th- March 27th April 3rd,
April 10th

First day school Logistics -Grades 1 and 2 first days of school, Aug 30-31, Family members
are encouraged to walk to school, if in a close proximity, where staff will be waiting to
receive your child. It is at this hand-off point where adults will say goodbye to their child,
outside, as they are escorted into the building. For those families who will be driving, you
will use the ‘Loop’ and will follow the traditional loop procedure. If you are unclear of the
loop procedure, I ask that you type this address
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5AXVoNh_Hg into your computer browser. for
viewing purposes. This procedural video can also be accessed on the Fort Banks

website at William P. Gorman Fort Banks Elementary School / Homepage
(winthrop.k12.ma.us) under the Parents tab.

Kindergarten First days of school Logistics LogisticsThe first day for Kindergarten is
Wednesday, August 30th - On this day, kindergarten students, ONLY, will attend school for
an abbreviated transition with one family adult. This visit is intended to provide you and your
child the opportunity to meet your teacher in a low-stress environment and to become
acquainted with the Fort’s arrival and departure protocols. Please plan to park at the
cemetery parking lot, walk your child down the sidewalk, onto campus, where you will be
directed by Fort staff to assemble outside the school in a marked designated area.

It is important to note that adults will not access the inside of the school to say goodbye to their child. The
hand off of your child will take place outside; thank you so much

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5AXVoNh_Hg
https://www.winthrop.k12.ma.us/Page/1083
https://www.winthrop.k12.ma.us/Page/1083


Winthrop Public Schools Food service Welcome Letter
LINK

Breakfast Option at The Fort - The Fort banks and food service staff will serve breakfast
starting at 720 AM in the cafeteria, daily. Students who want to participate in our morning
breakfast program should enter through the front door of the Fort Banks, where they will be
greeted and welcomed into the building. View Breakfast Menu HERE for your reference.

School Provided Meals - All school meals (lunch and breakfast) will continue to be served
free of charge again this year for all students. Snacks should be brought from home.
Students are usually hungry by recess, so a healthy snack is important. Your teacher can
give you guidance on this. Please do not send candy or soda and respect any notice further
restricting snack items due to food allergies or other state guidelines.
View September’s lunch Menu HERE for your reference.

Free and Reduced Lunch Application
Any/all families in need should fill out a free/reduced lunch form provided by the business
office online or pick up one at the Fort Banks, If a family qualifies, there are other benefits
available.

Daily Student Wrap-Around Support
Kindergarten students will attend school from 7:40 a.m.-1:40 p.m. Students that have siblings
in multiple grades that are impacted by the difference in kindergarten and first/second
grade start/end times, and only those students, are eligible to attend the morning and
afternoon wrap-around program. This program provides student supervision to ease the
arrival/dismissal challenges of these families. Please contact the school’s Administrative
Assistant, to enroll in this option.

Label Students’ Belongings - Please
Please take a few moments to label your child’s belongings. For example, backpacks, coats,
lunch boxes, even shoes should be clearly labeled. We will designate an area for lost and
found early in the year, but it is much easier to return it to the child that day.

Fort Security
For security purposes when school is in session, everybody (parent/caregivers and other
visitors) MUST check-in at the office and obtain a Visitor’s Pass. Please have an ID ready as
well. If you plan to volunteer at the Fort, a CORI (criminal record check) is required. You can
access a CORI form in the main office or on the GFB website, under the , ‘For Parents’. link.
We will no longer require proof of vaccination for our visitors.

Gorman Fort Banks Website
The GFB website is a great place to find resources and answers to frequently asked
questions. You can also find information about our staff and APS curriculum.

GFB Parent Information/Curriculum Night. - 6:30-8:00pm
PK-2 families are invited to join us on Tuesday, September 19th

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x-YrPNHJGD-qeJ4MD7pG5PzoVCELQQqU/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l2EJciJ18P_BcCIdHcJDf7R81-j3vUFY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tV61AlCOPNdRM7xVDsfgVP-bgTlTquia/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.winthrop.k12.ma.us/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=417&ChannelID=1730&DirectoryType=6
https://www.winthrop.k12.ma.us/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=417&ChannelID=1730&DirectoryType=6
https://www.winthrop.k12.ma.us/Domain/417


One of the most important events of the year is our Parent Information/Curriculum Night.
This event will primarily focus on new curriculum initiatives and briefly touch on important
school practices. The majority of the evening will be spent with your child’s classroom
teacher. To minimize the parking and pedestrian traffic in and around our school, we will
hold this event from 6:30-8:00pm. We will ask adults who are able, to walk or carpool on
your way to campus.
Because of the technical content of the evening, we request this be considered an adult-only event. We
hope you will make every effort to come.

Winthrop Public Schools 2023-24 Calendar - All school holidays, early release dates, and
other important dates can be found here

Dog Free Zone - The GFB Administration strives to maintain a safe and accountable
community while on school grounds. We ask that you leave your dog at home in the morning and
afternoon when you come to pick up your child. Thank you so much for your understanding and
cooperation!

Weekly Fort Updates - You can expect to receive weekly Fort updates on Thursdays. WIthin said
Update, you will find important programming dates and information related to events scheduled at
the Fort, along with updated Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) news. The Fort Update will be
delivered through BlackBoard Connect; It is imperative that you update your family’s information
within the system to ensure you receive all communication coming from this office.

I truly appreciate you and your efforts as the GFB’s administration is committed to clear and timely
communication, with the intent to embrace Diversity, Equitable approaches, outcomes, and Inclusive
practices.

I’m very excited to get started on the 30th!

My Best,

Mark

https://ma02202667.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/MA02202667/Centricity/Domain/8/2023-2024%20School%20Calendar%20NEW.pdf
https://ma02202667.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/MA02202667/Centricity/Domain/8/2023-2024%20School%20Calendar%20NEW.pdf

